INTRODUCTION
A selected survey was performed searching for nut trees. Once it was apparent that nut-cracking places were located near water lines, the survey was directed to these points. When one nut-cracking site was found, a radio centric survey was attempted, 1km around the nut-cracking area. As a result, six nut-cracking sites were recorded, four of them previously unknown.
A pilot survey was carried out in January, for three days, departing from Nonah village. The aim was to collect information and to prepare local work teams to enter the forest. During this survey, a nut-cracking site of Panda oleosa nuts was detected (SB1) ( Table 1) . Originally discovered by Matsuzawa 1 , SB1 is located around a three hours walking distance from Nonah to NNE direction.
Here it was recorded a total of seventeen tools: eleven hammers and six outcropping anvils.
In March another survey was undertaken over an eight day period. The SB1 place had been visited by chimpanzees, allowing the recording of tool use. The base camp was set to Northeast from SB1, crossing Lilaya watercourse.
During this trip another nut-cracking place (SB2) of
Panda oleosa nuts, was identified, located east of SB1.
Seven tools were recorded: four hammers and three outcropping anvils. Raw materials were, preferentially, granite and quartz (Table 1) .
Survey continued in an easterly direction, passing the Nyé River (Fig.1) , four hours walking from the base camp. (Table 1 ). This site was abandoned some years before and showed a large archaeological assemblage. Visible hammers were often fractured and site characteristics were similar to SB1 and SB2. A total of forty tools were recorded: one hammer, eight outcropping anvils, and thirty-one fragments of hammers.
The base camp was set on the left border of Gbin-bé river (7º 28`14, 6``N; 8º 54`33, 6``W). Fresh traces of chimpanzee feeding of found on the right margin of the Kpayan River (Table 1) .
Here, a total of ten tools were recorded: six hammers and four anvils. Two hammers were fractured in several pieces 6. White L, Abernethy K 1996. Guide de la vegetation de la reserve de la Lopé. Écofac Gabon. Multipress Gabon. Gabon. 
